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Introduction 


Chettinad region of the Sivganga district in Tamil Nadu occupies a diverse position in South India, which is 
famous for arts and crafts. When you walk through the Chettinad region, one thing that every individual will do 
is stand to one side and observe the houses of the Chettiars. Some will measure the length by their feet or by 
measuring instruments. Where some will look to the huge doors of the house made of wood to get an entry to 
observe the interiors of the house of the Chettiar which is built on about 50 sq feet -100 sq feet area. 


Chettiars were the people who lived in the Thanjavur region long years ago. These people were mostly the indus- 
trialists/traders who handled the industries and gave employment to the workers in need of job, which devel- 
oped the skills of the people. They traveled to different regions of India and around the world where they had 
come across the best and the talented people in different crafts. 


It was during the early 19th century tsunami hit the land of Thanjavur many people were washed away in the nat- 
ural disaster and at that time the Chettiar Community had decided to relocate to another area where it doesn’t 
rain heavily. Therefore they selected a place, which is away from the seashore and water areas, which led to the 
building of their houses above the sea level, making sure that each house has either 7,9 or 11 steps above from 
the ground level to their main doors. 


The traditional wood carvers usually belong to the Vishwakarma community whose ancestors were the wood 
carvers of the Thanjavur Palace, Thanjavur Temple and the nearest temples. The Chettiar community encouraged 
these artisans to shift along with their families to the Karaikudi and the Chettinad region. The artisans have prac- 
ticed this living art from many years. Traditional and experienced artisans make the wood products. The artisans 
majorly carves traditional idol, but now the styles have changed with time. 


Designs and motifs are drawn on the cardboard sheet for reference. 
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Wood carving artisans of Kariakudi. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Different types of tools and raw materials are used for engraving. The type of wood usually preferred for engrav- 
ing work are- teak, rose and vengai wood (locally called). The chisels are called as “Ulli” in (local language). The 
woodcarvings made in this place have flair in the styles. Polishing is done to give the product more attractive 
look and to seal the surface against moisture. 

* Wooden Mallet: Beating is done using to give shape to wood. 

* Chisels: Different types of chisels varying from size and shapes are used for carving. 

* Scale and Pencil: It is used o mark and draw designs. 

¢ KG Cardboard: To make designs. 

* Carbon Sheets: It is used to trace the designs as reference. 

¢ L- shaped Ruler: It is used to measure the edges of the wood. 

¢ Router Machine: It is used to scrape out the unwanted areas in the design. 


* Wax: Used to polish the article giving it more elegant appearance. 


¢ Sand Paper: It is used to make the surface smooth. 


Vengai (locally called) tree wood is used for carving. 
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The excess part of wood is removed using router 


Wood varnish is applied to give luster to the products. 
machine. 
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Carbon sheet is used to trace designs on the wood. Tools used for measuring. 
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Making Process 


Earlier artisans used Burma teak or rosewood for carving. At present artisans are using a tree wood called Vengai 
tree which is available in local. Big logs of wood are cut into desired size and shape with the help of cutting ma- 
chine. The paper sheet is first cut into the required size on which animal and floral motifs of the required length 
are drawn. Then the outer part of design is traced on the wood. 


Once the outer sketch is done then it is darkened with pencil and the details are drawn. The unwanted parts are 
scrapped out with the router machine, which is usually done by trained person. Then the smaller unwanted parts 
are removed with the help of chisel hammered by a wooden mallet. The designed part are carved slant to scrap 
the hard outer surface of the wood. Different types of tools like pointed, flat, blunt tools are used to engrave the 
pattern of design on the wood. Detail and intricate designs are carved in the end, as it involves lot of precision, 
which needs patience and time. 


After finishing the carving work, article is rubbed using sand paper in order to obtain the smooth surface. To en- 
hance the appearance of the woodcarvings two-three coats of polish is being applied on the carved article either 
by spraying or by brushing on it to enhance the look of the product and protect from termites. At the earlier time 
polishing was done using natural colors made up or prepared from flowers and leaves. But at the present the 
chemical polish is used for the polishing which is available in local markets. 


Flow Chart of The Process: 
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Gish of desionwiiianaiecice looeandaiianty olden days the Bearu (Chettinadu antique cupboards) and table was gifted to the daughters during wedding. 
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The beautifully carved wood has skillful effort by the artisans. Earlier design motifs of God and Goddesses, ani- 
mals and flowers were used, at present the designs improvised with the touch of today’s generation designs. 


The products are made according to the customer’s demand. The most famous carvings are - The big doors of 
Chettinad houses with majestic look and rigidity, Windows with intricate carvings of floral patterns, Pooja Man- 
tap, wooden pillars, roof wood work, furniture and other interiors of the Chettinad dwellings. 
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The cardboard sheet is measured and cut into Designs motifs are drawn on the cardboard sheets. 
required shape. 
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Different parts of products are engraved separately The surface of the carved wood is smoothened using 
and then attached. sand paper. 
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Polishing is done to enhance look of the products. 
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Traditionally carved Pooja Mantap with peacock, leaf 
and floral motifs. 


Varnished chair kept for drying. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at 
NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


